
Greetings to you all in the wonderful name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

How can so many months have elapsed since our last 

letter? There are many things to share with you, but we 

thought we’d use the majority of this letter sharing 

some of the stories of our locals.  This letter is quite long as a result, so you might want to 

read it “a chapter a day” so to speak. Our hope is that you feel more connected to BLC and 

better able to pray for us. 

 

Dear Partners 

I cannot thank you enough for your support over the years for BLC. 

“How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we 

have in the presence of our God because of you?” (1 Thess. 3:9) 

Thank you. 

It has been a very sad time recently, as our Op Shop manager Louise Doughton has resigned 

as manager, for personal reasons. 

Louise has done a great job transforming the Op Shop to be the success it is today with 

growth in sales and growth in people. The Op Shop is a true hub in Berkeley. 

Well done Louise! 

We now have new manager in Shani Smith, who attends Kiama Anglican. She loves the Lord 

Jesus and comes with great experience running op shops. 

Again God has provided. 

In this letter you will read some great new stories of real people who follow the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

Don’t forget Lighting Up Berkeley will be on 25/8/18 - the theme is “Back to the Future.” 



We are in the early stages of a new partnership with Pymble Anglican. Last Sunday, I 

preached at their four services. What a great bunch of people who love Jesus and are keen 

to help BLC. They have already provided a heap of clothes for the Op Shop. 

Thank you again for your support that helps keep our mission going at Berkeley.  

Jesus Wins. 

Wayne 
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It’s nearly that time of year again. We would love you to join us on Saturday the 

25th of August for a special LUB – celebrating 10 years of Berkeley Life Centre’s 

ministry! It will be a night of reflecting on God’s faithfulness till now and looking to the 

future – hence the theme: Back to the Future. In keeping with that theme - if anyone has a 

spare DeLorean lying around…? Also in keeping with that theme will be the “Second Chance 

Fashion Parade” featuring specially selected garments from the Op Shop, modeled by 

specially selected local models. 

Please come and join us. 

 

 

As Wayne has already mentioned, our lovely and loving Op Shop 

manager Louise Doughton retired from the position in mid June. We 

are certainly grateful for the many innovations she introduced, for her 

hard work and her love for our small team of volunteers. Her concern 

for the emotional well being and physical safety of “the girls” was a 

feature of her leadership. We would also express our appreciation for 

Alan (Louise’s husband), who also has given much to this ministry by his support and 

practical input. 

Her retirement leaves a gaping hole in the Op Shop operations that can only be filled by a 

very special person. By the grace of God and Wayne’s powers of persuasion we already have 

Louise’s successor. Shani Smith (from Kiama Anglican) took up the reins officially on Monday 

2nd July and has hit the ground running. She is a ball of energy and full of great ideas. Pray 

for her and her (large) family as they adjust to more busyness and as Shani adjusts to 

Berkeley. 



It’s time now to meet the first of our interviewees. 

Any of you who have visited BLC will probably have met Emily and heard the banter 

between her and Wayne – usually started by a comment about Emily’s age. She is a great 

grandmother who is not far from graduating from octogenarian status. 

Tim: Emily, how long have you been associated with BLC and how did you become 

associated with us? 

Emily: I became associated with it about 10 years ago and the reason I did - I’ve lived in 

Berkeley since for about 20 something years, but I hadn’t had anything to do with the 

church. But Wayne came around - the minister - one day and he was delivering bread and 

he came in and we sat down and we talked and I really enjoyed his conversation. He asked 

me to go to church and I started to go - we didn’t have the church at the Green Shed then, 

we were up at the community centre - and, I started going there and to Bible study and that 

was about 10 years ago. 

Tim: How would it affect you if BLC stopped functioning or the Op Shop closed down - what 

difference would it make to your life? 

Emily: Oh - I’d have no life. Because I live on my own as you know and I go up regularly to 

the Op Shop and have a cup of coffee and have conversation and we have a little prayer 

time sometimes or we pray for someone. And I tell them me troubles and they put up with 

me which is pretty hard to do, but they do it. No, without the Op Shop or any of it I’d have 

no life - It’s very very boring when you’re on your own. 

Tim: And what’s the biggest struggle that you’ve had in recent times that you feel that God 

has helped you through? 

Emily: O well, I can’t say it’s a problem, but I’ve had sickness, my family has had sickness. 

I’ve had problems with me granddaughter - earlier, not recently. I’ve had cancer since 2003 

in different places and my little great granddaughter, well she’s not just the best in any way 

whatsoever - but she’s beautiful - that’s the troubles I’ve had recently. 

Tim: Have you got anything you want to give thanks for? 

Emily: I thank God ... everyday. I don’t think I could be here without him for a start, because 

they can’t do treatment on me anymore, as I’ve told you. And it’s only myself and God that’s 

getting me through now - I was supposed to be dead years ago and I’m still here! I’ve got a 

great granddaughter, Brittany who comes to church and she loves it. And for all my family - 

though they don’t come to church they do believe in God.      
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Wayne has spoken of our new partnership with St Swithun’s Anglican in Pymble. This is an 

article lifted from the July issue of their church newsletter “Care Matters.” 

 



And now to our second interview… 

Bill and I take a short walk together a few times a week – good for us both and for our 

developing friendship. Bill is fairly new to BLC, but not to Berkeley – as our conversation 

reveals… 

Tim: How did you come to live here in Berkeley and how long have you been here? 

Bill: I had a house up at Pioneer Beach in Woonona. So when I met my wife Lynne the house 

was too small, so we sold that and built a house in Berkeley. She wanted to work from home 

so we had that facility incorporated in the house and we lived here for approx 24/25 years. 

Tim: Do you still like living here? 

Bill: Yeah, I like living here. It’s got nice lake views, it’s close to everything. We’ve got the 

shops close, the church is close, doctors are close, so it’s in a good spot. Berkeley is a nice 

area - I think so anyway - it’s got some nice people around. I don’t know everybody, but I 

know a few people. Unfortunately now, I’m by myself cause Lynne passed away 9 months 

ago and I’ve just retired in recent weeks and I’m coming to adjust to a new way of living by 

myself - which is not fun. 

Tim: You’ve obviously become part of BLC how did that come about? 

Bill: Yeah, well at the time I thought that strange but I think there was a meaning. When my 

wife passed away, two days later I was put into hospital and I was there for a while - 6 days 

actually. I used to have a few drinks and a few smokes, but while in hospital I decided to give 

all that up - which I have. One of the nurses recognised that I was also going through 

withdrawal at the time, so she helped me.  

Anyway after I was released I had to go back to have my iron level decreased, because I 

suffer from haemochromatosis which is too much iron in the blood. And while I was there I 

called in to see that nurse and thank her and she said “why don’t you go and get a hobby.” 

She looked up on her phone and said “O look there’s a Men’s Shed down in Berkeley 

Community Centre.” So I thought about it and a couple of days later I went down, but they 

said “no we haven’t got a Men’s Shed but the Pastor down at the Op Shop - Wayne, he’ll 

probably know.” So I went down there and he said “Well there’s one down in Albion Park” 

and later he said “Do you want to come along to church? We’ve got a service this Sunday, so 

why don’t you come along?”  

So that’s how I became a member of BLC Church. So I think really there was a divine 

intervention. You know, I think God had seen the need that I was having and basically 

directed me through these ways. And I have been going ever since. And what I do find is 

that the fellowship, whilst small, is a good fellowship. I think everyone cares for everyone 



else. The church actually has filled a gap in my life and I have been constantly reading - not 

only the Bible in full, but other books that people have supplied such as the essential Jesus 

and the heart of the Bible and others. But unfortunately, being now 72 years of age, my 

eyes aren’t what they used to be so I can’t read continually all day, so I have to take a break 

- reading sections. I basically call into the Op Shop from time to time and say hello to the 

people that are there and enjoy their fellowship.      
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The Mobile Community Pantry (AKA “The Food Van”) 

This ministry, in partnership with Anglicare, began in 

November last year and has really struck a chord with the 

locals. Our location is perfect as there are so many people 

passing by, who just call in to find out what’s going on. We 

are having many opportunities for forming new relationships 

and contacts. It would be great to have some more volunteers to just sit and talk with 

people as they wait for their time to “shop” to take advantage of the opportunities. It would 

also be great to have more space to accommodate this and other aspects of BLC’s ministry. 

As we said in the last newsletter, “This new ministry has further highlighted the benefits 

there would be in having access to the whole building – please continue to pray with us for 

this need.” 

 

Back to our interviews… 

Ann is the dynamo of the Op Shop. Doing everything at 100 mph and always looking for 

more to do. Her big voice emanates out of a tiny body – so if you can’t see her, you will 

definitely hear her.  

Tim: Ann, how long have you been living in Berkeley and what brought you to Berkeley in 

the first place? 

Ann: I moved to Berkeley five years ago after the separation with my husband. I just 

happened to be walking to the supermarket one day - didn’t even realise there was a 

second hand shop. Walked in, spoke to Emily for about 5 or 10 minutes, they were looking 

for volunteers. I started the next day! And that was my life saving, cause I didn’t know 

anybody in Berkeley. I had just run away from all my problems and went somewhere where 



I knew nobody, so getting a job in the Op Shop I got to meet all the people that I now know 

in Berkeley. 

Tim: How did you then move from being involved in the Op Shop to being involved in 

church? 

Ann: Well, I always grew up in a Christian family. I always went to Sunday School. And being 

involved in Berkeley, I just thought it was the right thing to do - start going to church. 

Tim: And how long do you reckon you’ve been going to BLC? 

Ann: Four years. 

Tim: So it’s a big part of your life - I mean the Op Shop and the church? 

Ann: O I would have been so lonely, I guess. And, yeah, it’s filled that void in my life - and 

gives me something to do that I feel is beneficial. 

Tim: If you had to stop for some reason, how would you feel about it? 

Ann: I’d be locked inside doing nothing all day - going nuts! 

Tim: And what’s the greatest thing you’re thankful for at the moment? 

Ann: I’d have to say my health - I don’t have any health issues whatsoever. Heart issues are 

a different matter. 
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In our last letter we asked you to pray for Janet and Alex and 

family – expecting a baby. We are happy to announce that 

little Hannah has since joined the Boardman family. We do not 

currently have an updated photo – sorry. 

 

 

Moving on to… 

 



Kieren is a young bloke who has had some very difficult issues to deal with throughout his 

life, but knows Jesus and clings to the truth. He is a thinker and we have often had great 

conversations – often over a meal. Here is a short one. 

Tim: Kieren, how did you become associated with BLC? 

Kieren: It started off with being introduced to Alaric through the last Bible study class for the 

year and he gave me a Bible to read. When the year recommenced I started going to Church 

from there. 

Tim: What is the best thing to come out of that meeting with Al? 

Kieren: The best thing that has come out of it all is being able to find the truth and questions 

answered, like... on my own terms and really able to take it upon myself to get the answers I 

need. 

Tim: Has it been all smooth sailing or have there been some difficult times? 

Kieren: It’s been pretty difficult, yeah it’s a roller-coaster ride. Sometimes you wonder 

whether you’re even doing the right thing or wasting your time or not. But I’ve always come 

back to God. Since I’ve started it’s the one thing I haven’t been let down with. So far it’s a bit 

of a blow out cause naturally you expect a different answer to the one you get. 

Tim: What do you mean by that? 

Kieren: Well, everything I come across only proves God more for me and only proves my 

love more for God. Cause I like to read a lot, I like history a lot and all that. I haven’t really 

found anything that sort of would discourage me or do anything to my beliefs - only 

strengthen it, so yeah... 

Tim: Supposing Berkeley Life Centre closed down tomorrow how would that affect your life? 

Kieren: It’ll be pretty sad that we wouldn’t have a place to gather anymore, but it wouldn’t 

do anything to affect my belief or love for Jesus - it’d just be sad that the brothers and 

sisters wouldn’t have nowhere to go for a while. 
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Do you have any brief comments in response to this newsletter that you’d be 

happy to have printed (possibly in edited form) in the next one? If so, please, 

forward them to me at this address: taylorfijian@outlook.com and specify in the email that 

you give permission for me to use your name (or if you wish to be anonymous) and your 

comments in our newsletter. I can’t promise to use what you send (especially if there are 

many responses), but we’d love to hear from you. 

 

Thank God with us for: 

 An amazing and varied group of partners who support the gospel work here in 

Berkeley. 

 New contacts made daily through the Op Shop and the witness to Jesus in many of 

the conversations. 

 Louise Doughton’s years of commitment to the Op Shop ministry. 

 The growth in the members of BLC. 

 Charmayne’s amazing recovery from knee replacement surgery (see previous 

newsletter). 

 The success and growing potential of the MCP.  

Please join us in prayer for: 

 Jesus’ name to be honored in Berkeley and for his kingdom to be established in this 

community. 

 Emily. Bill, Ann and Kieren. 

 Our new Op Shop manager, Shani. 

 The need for improved/enlarged premises for the Op Shop. 

 BLC’s ministry to hurting people.  

 The “adopt a block” teams as they make contacts and develop relationships for the gospel. 

 Growth of the Tuesday morning ladies’ meeting and the ladies themselves. 

 A pathway for more families to join BLC. 

 Mental health and addiction issues that abound in the community and BLC.  

 Pray for Vicky who is currently in the mental health unit at Shellharbour hospital. 

 Pray for wisdom and energy for Wayne as he leads our team. 

 

"The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his 

Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever."  (Revelation 11:15) 
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