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W e L C o m e

Welcome, and thank you for your support!
I hope you had a great Christmas 
remembering the birth of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ.

Today I was preaching on Hebrews 10:32-
39. In sentence 34 it states that these 
early christians gladly gave to others. I see 
this in your support for Berkeley. Through 
your support we have seen may lives 
impacted by Jesus Christ. Your support 
has enabled us to run Redemption 
groups, Alpha groups and Search for life.

This year finished on a high with a mission 
team from Sydney University who did a 
great job being involved with Adopt-a-
Block, community BBQs, letter box drops 
and they played a big part in the Berkeley 
Community carols. This was a great 
outreach to Berkeley.

We teamed up with many local 
organisations and businesses for 
the carols and the event definitely 
strengthened our partnership with the 
Berkeley Neighbourhood Centre with 
about 275 local people attending.

As I have been praying about what the 
next step for Berkeley is, I believe for 
the church to grow we have to appoint 
some specialised feet on the ground: a 
community pastor, a Sunday worship 
service leader. I.e. music, drama and 
creativity, and a chaplain for Berkeley 
Primary School.

If you are interested or want to know 
more about these positions please email 
or phone me. Again thank you for your 
support for the Berkeley Life Centre.

“May my heart be broken with the things 
that break the heart of God.” Bob Pierce 
founder world vision.

Wayne Pickford
Senior Pastor
0400 357 460
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For five days 16 Sydney University students 
visited Berkeley to see, serve and be the 
church. With BBQs, Adopt-a-block, a bit of 
church TLC, face painting, carols and more, 
it was a challenging, tiring but inspiring time.

As the student team leader, i was often 
rushing around making sure the team 
was hydrated, well rested and informed 
as to what was happening. But a few 
times i stopped and looked around at my 
surroundings and thanked God for His 
amazing grace, His complete forgiveness 
and His faithfulness. Three moments stand 
out as i reflect on our time in Berkeley:

1. It was 4.05pm. For the previous few 
hours, the team had loaded amps, drum 
kits and keyboards into the back of cars, 
unpacked them and set them up on our 
truck-turned-stage. They’d set up gazebos, 
strung metres and metres of bunting 
between them and climbed ladders and 
trees to get power to our stage. We’d 
stopped twice to take cover from rain. 

We’d paused and prayed as groups and 
as individuals. But as the ice cream van 
arrived, the BBQ warmed and the jumping 
castle inflated, all was calm as I surveyed 
the park. I looked past the colourful arena 
and in every direction they started to 
appear; mothers and their children, older 
couples with grandchildren, children on their 
own, even the odd group of teenagers. I 
immediately was filled with joy and ushered 
some humble words. “Father, thank you! 
May you be glorified and inclined many 
hearts towards you tonight.”

2. It was just before church. A few girls and 
I were gathered outside enjoying the fresh 
morning air a few minutes before church 
started. Somehow the conversation turned 
to Gideon’s and the small red bibles they 
faithfully handed out during high school. A 
team member Sara said she placed hers 
in her top pocket after the assembly. She 
joked a friend was shocked at how ‘holy’ 
she thought Sara was carrying a bible 
around beside her heart. I remembered and 
shred my drink bottle leaked the day after 
we were given ours. It was destroyed and i 
threw it out. One of the women from church 
remained quiet. After a few moments, she 
spoke up, “I won’t tell you what i did with 
mine then!” Unsure what to do, I shared 
a small chuckle - I’m still not sure it was 
entirely appropriate. She went on to ask if i 
thought God would forgive her for the things 
she did to His Word before she came to 
Christ. It was clear she was ashamed of her 
past. We shared a short conversation and i 
reminded her of God’s complete forgiveness 
and grace. Sharing she felt some guilt, i 
encouraged her to take it to our Lord and 
pray she could be freed from the memories 
and guilt of her past. “Youse guys are so 
smart.” It was just a brief but real moment, 
a chance to encourage a sister and reflect 
on God’s goodness to us both.

3. It was during the final worship time of the 
service. Wayne asked two students to the 
front and invited anyone who wanted prayer 
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to the front. Two team members, Jono and 
Rach, made their way to the front as the 
band started playing. Throughout the song, 
brothers and sisters made their way to the 
front. Young and old, hands were held and 
hugs shared. Noting also the priority prayer 
is placed in the service, I was encouraged 
by the willingness for two young university 
students to pray over those who came 
up. I was rebuked seeing the humility of 
those who walked unashamedly to the front 
desiring prayer. We were one big family in 
the green shed that Sunday, opening our 
hearts to one another, worshipping and 
learning from God’s word together.

There were many more great moments 
from our five days in Berkeley. From an 
elderly woman remembering the charming 
young Englishman who visited her home a 
few years back and thankful someone was 
visiting her again, to a mother who was 
thankful for the bread we were able to give 
her as “it had been tough lately,” to the 
opportunity two of the girls had to read a 
part of Philippians with their host. There is 
too much to share. 

In his letter to the church in Philippi, 
Paul reminds us of gospel partnership. 
In humility, Paul takes no credit for his 
role in the church rather focusing on the 
transforming nature of the Spirit. Like Paul, 
I give thanks our time in Berkeley and pray 
the Spirit of God might continue to move in 
Berkeley, bringing people into relationship 
for Christ’s sake. Geographical proximity 
might hinder us from visiting Berkeley 
again, but i hope in prayer we can continue 
partnering with you.

I give thanks to my God for every 
remembrance of you, always praying with 
joy for all of you in my every prayer, because 
of your partnership in the gospel from the 
first day until now. I am sure of this, that He 
who started a good work in you will carry 
it on to completion until the day of Christ 
Jesus // Philippians 1:3-6

UNI STUDENTS MISSION

ONE WEEK
IN BERKELEY

b y  Me l an i e  Penn i ng t on
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Pray for the building repairs to the roof, 
internal storage and toilets that are being 
quoted for, that the quotes would match the 
grant funding that we have received.

Pray for 2014 that resources would be 
found to fund a community ministry position 
to enable Berkeley Life Centre to reach 
more young people and children in Berkeley.

Pray that Pastor Wayne and his family are 
protected, encouraged, and refreshed to 
continue their ministry in 2014.

Pray for Berkeley, that as a community, it 
would continue to grow in hope and that the 
church would continue to be relevant and 
vital part of the community.

Pray for all the various community based 
organisations that  the the Berkeley Life 
Centre partners with, that they would see 
how the fruit of the Spirit, and the saving 
grace of Jesus are fundamental to individual 
and community growth.
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Pray for the Sydney Anglican Diocese 
and the new Archbishop as they develop 
mission strategies for reaching the lost and 
growing the Kingdom in 2014.

Pray for a building or de mountable solution 
to enable children’s ministry to operate more 
effectively on Sunday mornings and during 
the week.

Praise and thanks for the wonderful work 
that Bronwyn Smith has been doing with the 
children under very difficult and restrictive 
circumstances.

Praise and thanks for the wonderful carols 
and community ministry week, conducted 
with the great support of the (not sure of the 
right organisation name) students.

Praise and thanks for the hampers from 
ANGLICARE and Kiama Anglican Church 
which helped ensure a better Christmas for 
many people in Berkeley.

PARTNER WITH 
US THROUGH
P R A Y E R
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