
news
berkeley life centre

Find out the latest on what has 
been happening in and around 
Berkeley through the ministry 
of the Berkeley Life Centre.

www.berkeleylifecentre.org

Issue 08 May 2013

7:0



Hi to all!

I’ve got to say, I have the best 
job in the world as the pastor 
of the Berkeley Life Centre! I 
thank God for Berkeley and 
I want to thank you also - 
the supporters. Without you 
there simply would not be a 
ministry here in Berkeley.

Prayer and funding are such 
an important part of ministry 
today, so in appreciation we 
are having a supporters night 
at 7pm on June 22 at the 

Green Shed. This is a night to 
thank all of you and to share 
with you in an intimate way 
what has been happening in 
Berkeley as well as what we 
have planned for the future. 
Come along for a cuppa and 
to sit and chat with the team 
and meet those who you read 
about in our newsletters. We 
would love to see you there!

My priority for 2013 is to be 
able to employ a Children’s 
Pastor for two days a week 
and place them in our local 
Primary Schools. We have a 
good relationship with these 
schools through our Scripture 
program and would love to 
expand on that.

Our Op-Shop has turned into 
a popular place to hang out in 
Berkeley. Plenty of laughs and 
plenty of Jesus!

Our partnerships with the 
Neighbourhood Centre and 
Anglicare are getting stronger. 
We are incredibly thankful for 

the opportunity to be involved 
with many of the programmes 
at the Neighbourhood Centre. 
Maria and the team have truly 
embraced this partnership 
and what is taking place 
in this partnership is a true 
miracle! 

We are currently working on 
our discipleship material for 
the church. This is no easy 
process or one that can be 
easily adopted from other 
churches. 

What we are working around 
is a ‘case-management’ 
style pathway where each 
new Christian has a case 
manager (so to speak) who 
walks alongside them and 
guides them in making their 
own personal and spiritual 
plan and goals. Please pray 
for guidance as we put this 
together.

We have also recently started 
our Mentoring Program, were 
a mature Christian meets up 

with a new Christian once a 
week for an hour to read the 
Bible  together. These one on 
one relationships are where 
it’s at.

I am looking forward to 
seeing you at the supporters 
night. Also if you have anyone 
else you think might like to 
support us feel free to invite 
them along.

‘ ’ I bel ieve f irmly that 
the Gospel saves 
sinners when they 
bel ieve and rest on 
the simple story of 
a crucif ied and risen 
saviour’ ’ D.L.Moody

Thanks again, 

Wayne Pickford

0400357460
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Recently I was asked to 
preach at Kiama Anglican 
Church where old neighbours 
of ours attend. We had lost 
touch with Pam and Bruce 
since they moved from Figtree 
to Newcastle, then back to 
Kiama. It had been close to 20 
years since we had last spent 
time together.

When Bruce heard I was 
preaching at their Church 
he called me to arrange to 
catch up. About 6 weeks ago 
Janice and I spent a wonderful 
weekend with Pam and Bruce 
at their holiday house at Lake 
Conjola.  We had a great time 

sharing with each other about 
our families and churches.  
Pam and Bruce were very keen 
to hear about the Berkeley 
Life Centre Anglican Church 
and our “Green Shed” in Kelly 
Street.  A few weeks after our 
weekend at Lake Conjola we 
received an invitation to Bruce’s 
60th birthday dinner.  At the 
bottom of the invitation from 
Pam it said”
 
“No presents please, 
but Bruce would 
be very pleased if 
you could give an 
envelope donation to 
go to a Church Plant 
in Berkeley, which is 
something very close 
to his heart.” 

An incredibly generous act 
after hearing just a short 
description of what God is 
doing in Berkeley from some 
old neighbours you haven’t 
seen for over 20 years!

We attended Bruce’s birthday 
a couple a weeks ago, and 
with a very significant personal 
contribution from Pam and 

Bruce,  $1500 was raised 
to support the work of the 
Church. 

We have recently purchased 
a good quality second hand 
kitchen with some of these 
funds which will be installed in 
the Green Shed later in June.   
Bruce reminded us during his 
Birthday speech how we had 
a conversation with him when 
they first moved into Figtree 
around 25 years ago, about 
Grace. Bruce acknowledged 
that conservation as being 
a significant contributor to 
him accepting Jesus as his 
personal saviour. 

It has be great catching up 
with Pam and Bruce, however 
it has been even more exciting 
to see God challenging all four 
of us in delivering the hope 
of Jesus to the community.  
Bruce and Pam are heavily 
involved in ministry and mission 
in the Kiama Anglican Church 
and hopefully will be visiting a 
Berkeley Sunday service in the 
very near future. 

Old fr iends meet
By Andrew Strat ford

Prayer
We give thanks for the 
generous donation that has 
allowed us to purchase a 
kitchen for the Green Shed.

Give thanks for Wayne and 
the amazing work he does 
here in Berkeley. Pray for 
Wayne’s family, wife Mary, 
daughters Janet, Esther and 
Molly, and for Wayne’s mother 
Dorothy, a loved member of 
BLC who is in ill health.

We commit the preparation 
of our discipleship material to 
God. Pray that it can clearly 
represent Jesus hopes for the 
people of Berkeley.

Pray for those who are 
struggling with addictions. 
That the Lord can restore to 
them the assurance of His 
unfailing mercy, strengthening 
them in the work of recovery, 
and helping them to resist all 
temptation.

Amen.
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Isaac is 17 years old and lives 
with his family in Berkeley.  
He is already a pillar of the 
Berkeley Life Centre Church.  

Isaac is always one of the first 
people to arrive on Sunday 
morning for Church, setting up 
chairs, audio visual equipment 
and the music gear.  He plays 
the drums each Sunday 
morning for worship - then he 
always hangs around at the 
end to pack it all away again.

However Isaac isn’t just a 
hard worker and a good 
drummer, he is always looking 
out for people, always up 
for a conversation, reflecting 
his commitment to see more 
people come to know who 
Jesus is. 

Isaac is in his final years at 
high school and was recently 
awarded a scholarship to assist 
with the expenses that senior 
high school years generate. 
Isaac also lives out his faith 
at school. He recently started 
a bible study prayer group at 
school - a very  tough and 
brave thing to do.

Isaac also loves his Berkeley 
community and often helps out 
with Adopt a Block. He is a 
regular visitor to Mrs Hall who 
is in her eighties and unable to 
attend Church. 

Isaac is an inspiration to all 
who know him, it is clear that 
he lives out his faith, has a 
wonderful character and is 
destined to do great thing for 
the Kingdom.  

Dear friends,

It’s been nearly a year since 
we started our partnership 
with you through Lighting up 
Berkeley! We’re so blessed 
by your support and want 
to invite you to LuB v.2.0. 
This will be a relaxed time 
to share a cuppa, meet and 
mingle with the crew and 
hear some stories of how 
your prayers and support has 
blessed BLC. We would love 
to see you there!

7pm June 22 at 56 Kelly 
Street Berkeley (The Green 
Shed). RSVP before June 8
wayne.s.pickford@gmail.com

LIGHTING UP 
berkeley

v.2.0

Natural 
born leader

We recently held the 
YouthWorks training in Safe 
Ministry for Children and Young 
People at BLC. All members 
were encouraged to attend to 
be educated in the safe and 
appropriate context of care 
for our kids. We are strongly 
committed to ensuring ALL 
children and young people 
that we come in contact with 
at BLC are nurtured in a safe 
environment.

Safe Ministry
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