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Hi all,

Thanks again for your support of the Berkeley Life 
Centre. There seems to be current interest in the 
welfare class following ABC’s recent story focusing 
on the Claymore area. This is a good thing. In 1987 
Bob Hawke famously said that “by 1990 no child 
in Australia would be living in poverty.” Well, clearly 

this is not the case. But there is a greater poverty – not hearing the message 
of Jesus Christ. As Bill Hybels has said “the church is the hope of the world.” I 
would add that for the welfare class “the church is the only hope!”

There has been much talk by the powers that be in the church world about 
what to do, but sadly it’s mostly just talk. For ministry to happen in these 
welfare class areas the solution is simple: Jesus, resources and money. My 
prayer is for a revival to come to these areas, that includes Berkeley.

We were happy to welcome guest speaker Darren Farrel last weekend at 
the 10am service. Darren is from Anglicare and has provided us with the 
Redemption Course which is a major part of our discipleship program. Darren 
spoke about addictions at our 10am services which is sadly a big problem in 
this area with children as young as 10 affected by illicit drugs.

We have just celebrated Emily Donovan’s 82nd birthday. Emily was one of 
the first people I met on Adopt-a-Block. Her great grandchildren were the 
first children we baptized in Berkeley. Emily is a much loved member of BLC. 
She has been battling cancer for a number of years, still most days of the 
week she is serving with a smile on her face in the Op-shop regularly inviting 
shoppers to church. I love Emily. She is the Queen of Berkeley!

Thanks again. Drop into Berkeley, we’d love to see you!

Yours, in His grip.

Wayne Pickford
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If we are going to spend serious time 
in prayer we need to first put some 
things in order. We need to have 
our own heart searched out, any 
resentment is to be dealt with. Any 
sin we may be practicing needs to be 
repented of. We come to him on the 
basis of the blood of Christ.  When we 
pray we should not just be speaking 
but be still enough to listen, as the Lord 
through His spirit speaks to us.

BLC Prayer points

     Strength for Wayne as he leads BLC
     Approval of the grant application to 
fix the roof & remove timber patrician 
at BLC Green Shed      All the people 
who participate in the redemption 
programme      Continued growth 
of bible study groups      Children’s 
ministry      More volunteers to assist 
in the adopt a block programme     
Replacement kitchen at the green 
shed so we can use food to create 
relationships and talk about Jesus            
      For our Christmas services and 
Carols to have an impact on the 
community      Wayne and the team.     
Financial support to resource further 
work and outreach. 

      We give thanks to God that we’re 
able to increase Wayne’s wage by one 
day per week      We give thanks to God 
for the Op- Shop volunteers who run 
the shop each week.

Thank you for you continued support 
through prayer.

BLC is having a time of PRAyeR ANd 
FAStiNg december 2nd 12pm-4pm at 
the green Shed. Al l are welcome. if you 
can’t make it out to Berkeley please 
consider praying for us wherever you 
are.
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P R A y e R

Prayer is our communication to God. 
Prayer should not be a chore but a joy, 
just as you love to talk with someone 
that interests you- that you love, and 
you want to grow in a relationship 
with. Prayer is not necessarily worship 
but it is an essential element to our 
Christian life. Our relationship toward 
God is sustained and strengthened by 
our prayer, as His relationship toward 
us is sustained by His word through His 
spirit.
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WANted: op-shop manager 

The Second Chance Op-shop is more 
than just an outlet for second-hand 
goods. It’s a hub for community and a 
facilitator of evangelistic outreach.

We are looking for someone with retail
management experience to work with 
the volunteer staff to standardise 
and streamline  procedures, manage 
the day-to-day affairs of the shop 
and  inspire the use of the community 
space for the gospel. Time: 1 day a 
week, 6 month initial commitment. Job 
description: Responsibilities  include 
advertising, rostering, training and 
development of volunteer staff and 
stock control. 

oPPoRtUNity: RL Sponsorship

BLC sees great opportunities 
through sponsoring the local junior 
rugby league team. With exposure 
on game days, visits to our club web 
site with over 35,000 hits, the Club’s 
weekly newsletter that is displayed 
on their web site and emailed copies 
distributed from the Juniors to Seniors, 
all Sponsors, Supporters and Berkeley 
Sports Cub, this is a great way to be 
seen in Berkeley. But more importantly, 
making connections and starting 
relationships with parents and families 
face to face at games and functions. 
The sponsorship deal we hope to 
take up costs $1,500. This includes 
uniforms, signage etc. 
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For more information on the 
sponsorship opportunity contact 
Wayne Ph:0400357460 or
e: waynepickford2000@yahoo.com.au

For more information or to 
apply for the op-shop volunteer 
vacancy contact Josh 
Ph: 0405759022 or 
e: berkeleyl ifecentre@gmail .com

C o m m U N i t y
C o R N e R
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Sunday Service - Around 30-40 people 
gather in the Green Shed each Sunday 
at 10am to worship through song 
and prayer, hear God’s Word and be 
encouraged to continue living for 
Jesus. As one of our members says, 
‘We have a laugh, then we get serious’.  
We also offer/run a kids program. Join 
us one Sunday!

Bible Study - On Wednesday nights a 
group of us meet together for a meal, 
to study God’s word and pray together. 
We usually delve deeper into the 
sermon topic and recently we have 
also been incorporating some training 
in evangelism tool, ‘T4T’.  Discussions 
are seasoned with honesty, as 
together we acknowledge the genuine 
struggle to not just know about God, 
but to follow him with ALL of our lives.

Adopt-a-Block - Berkeley Life Centre’s 
genesis was in the one-to-one visiting 
of Adopt-a-Block. We’ve noticed that 
there are a number of people in our 
community who we visit who have not 
stepped into our building or attended a 
program but still consider Wayne their 
pastor. We consider Adopt-a-Block 
to continue be a crucial part of our 
ministry in reaching out to people and 
developing relationships. We hope to 
train more people up to take on their 
own blocks in the future.

Food Drop -Food Drop happens on 
Friday afternoons around 4.30 pm 
at the church. The House of Hope 
Foodbarn in Warrawong provides 
us with fruit and vegetables and 
sometimes other groceries to give 
out to those in the community who 
need it. Berkeley Cakes and Pies 
also donates their left over cakes 
and pies which we also pass onto 
our community. The amount of food 
we can give out depends on what is 
donated on the day and can vary from 
week to week

Op- Shop -Situated in the heart of 
Berkeley, the Op-shop is open from 
Monday to Saturday.  Staffed by 
volunteers from our congregation, not 
only does the shop offer some of the 
latest fashions in flannelette shirts, 
but is also a hub for community – a 
place to have a cuppa and a chat. 
It is also an important contributor to 
Berkeley Life Centre’s running costs, 
with approximately $300 going to the 
church each week.

Men’s Group - We have just started a 
men’s group on Fridays in partnership 
with the Berkeley Neighbourhood 
Centre where guys can come and 
hang out and just be blokes. Our 
aim for this group is to get out into 
the community to serve them with 
practical things like lawn mowing, 
gardening and odd jobs. We are also 
aiming for this group to start our 
Community Garden once we have the 
resources/finances.

Redemption Groups - Far beyond Bible 
study, Redemption Groups are about 
life study—your life connecting with 
Jesus’ life. Participants challenge one 
another, and the Word reveals hearts. 
Redemption Group curriculum follows 
the story of Exodus, with the Israelites 
journeying through the wilderness from 
slavery to freedom. Along the way, 
Jesus shows up.
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BLC is having a time of PRAyeR ANd 
FAStiNg december 2nd 12pm-4pm at 

Craft - Mondays 10.30am at the 
Neighbourhood Centre Berkeley. 
Men & women welcome to enjoy 
morning tea as they make many 
wonderful crafty gifts,cards & 
jewellery etc, under the instruction of 
the very talented & creative Lynn. The 
craft group is growing each week as 
the people of Berkeley hear about the 
fabulous fun & craft ideas.

moNdAy

moNdAy - SAtURdAy WedNeSdAy

FRidAy

SUNdAy

ChrIstmas Break

the BLC Newsletter team will be taking a break 
over Christmas and will back on board with lots 
to report on in January! Please visit our website 
to keep up to date with latest news.

http://http://berkeleylifecentre.wordpress.com/


Christmas eve
EVE
FAMILY  FUN   DAY

CHRISTMAS

day
10am service

CHRISTMAS

1pm   |  BBQ  |  Games   
karaoke  |  Face Painting  

        Family Photos  |  magic show
Lots more!!!

3pm  |  Carols
puppet show 

     54 kelly street  

Please join us on Christmas Day at 10am for our 
            Christmas service. You are then 
             invited to stay for lunch as our 
                 guest. We hope to see you 
                  there! 54 kelly street Berkeley

The Berkeley Life Centre presents...


