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PA RTNER WI T H US & BECOME A

PRAYER SPONSOR P.06

We believe that the power of prayer is essential 

for the ministry here at Berkeley, and are inviting those who 

may not attend BLC to pray for specific individuals  who do.
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W e L C O m e

Hi  All,

Thank you for your support of the 
Berkeley life Centre. (BLC)

We are now a few weeks into 
our Redemption Group which 
meets each Monday night and 
is going great! It has been a 
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real encouragement to identify that many of the current 
participates will grow to become the future leaders of these 
Redemption Groups. 

I recently met with Darren Farrell from Anglicare Wollongong 
to discuss how we can further develop our partnership 
together. We see a partnership with Anglicare as an 
essential addition to the ministry here at BLC, especially 
their counselling services which are an integral part of 
growth within our Redemption Groups. We are very grateful 
that Darren will be visiting BLC in November to talk about 
addictions.

Our recent Op-Shop winter sale and community barbecue 
stirred much interest in the Berkeley community and was 
a huge success. Not only in being able to sell a massive 
amount of winter stock, but in connecting with local folk for 
some food and fun.

’’God isn’t out looking for perfect people. (There is none 
but Jesus). He is looking for brokenhearted people who, 
helped by God’s spirit, humbly do their best to live a life that 
represents Jesus to the world.’’ John Burke. That is the 
Berkeley church.

We appreciate your support and if you are ever in Berkeley 
on a Sunday morning drop in and join us for church you will 
enjoy the experience.

God bless.

Wayne
0400357460
waynepickford2000@yahoo.com.au

berkeleylifecentre.wordpress.com

Jesus Christ, 

Changing Lives, 

to Change a Community.
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      Don’t put anything 
down in the shop or
Rick will sell it!
She has had her clock, Brian 
mascot and her cardigan, from the 
back of her chair, sold while she 
wasn’t looking.

She requests that no one give 
Wayne anything to play with while  
he is in the shop as he ends up 
throwing it around the shop, 
destroying anything in its path. 
Janet also wishes Wayne would 
finish the songs he starts to sing 
and she feels he could learn at 
least one whole song.

Janet is encouraged by the way 

Janet went to church the following 
Sunday (Steve still hasn’t played 
“I’ll never walk alone” for her). From 
that first Sunday Janet came to 
church she hasn’t wanted to miss 
a service. She says, church is the 
highlight of her week.

Janet attended the Celebrate 
Recovery course which healed a 
lot of her pain and filled in many 
gaps for her. Janet says she swears 
by Celebrate Recovery as it has 
brought out the good in her. Janet 
also looks forward to bible study 
each Wednesday evening.

Janet packs bread and volunteers 
at the Op Shop four days per week 
and she loves talking with the 
people she meets each day in the 
shop. Her duties include sorting and 
hanging of clothes, making sure 
the freezers are filled with bread, 
cleaning the shop and she always 
invites the customers to come to 
church.

Janet has witnessed many an 
argument and the occasional 
punch up while volunteering in the 
shop. She tries to calm the situation 
before it gets out of hand and if 
there is any swearing or gossip in 
the shop she sings her favourite 
hymn out loud. Her best rendition is 
of “I’m Happy.”

There have been a number of 
thefts from the Op Shop - donation 
tin, toilet paper, rat killer and the 
strangest being the cigarette butt 
tin from outside the shop.

Janet’s motto is ... 

JAneT’S JoUrney
. . . a nd  an  i n s i g h t  i n t o  a  t yp i ca l  day  a t 
t h e  Be rke l e y  L i f e  Cen t r e  Op -Shop . . .
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Wayne encourages and disciples 
many people in Berkeley, without 
judgement. The whole Berkeley 
community know to go to the Op 
shop and see Wayne for any advice 
or pastoral care.

Lastly Janet feels Wayne brings a 
great vibe to the Op Shop.

Berkeley Life Centre Op Shop 
is very fortunate to have such 
a compassionate hard working 
volunteer in Janet. 

Come on in to the Op-Shop and 
check out the latest fashions in 
flannelette shirts, or just come and 
have a cuppa and a chat. The Op-
Shop is open Monday to Saturday.  
3/1 Winnima Way Berkeley - 
opposite the Take-away shop. 

WaTCh TeSTImONY vIDeOS aT The BLC YOuTuBe ChaNNeL

18 months ago, after Janet’s 
husband passed away, she came 
to Berkeley Life Centre Op Shop 
looking to become a volunteer.

Janet spoke with Wayne and 
emphasised the fact that while she 
was happy to work in the Op Shop, 
she didn’t want to be preached to 
and wasn’t going to come to church!
Janet’s first day in the Op Shop was 
assisting Mary, who resigned that 
day and left Janet on her own to run 
the shop!!!

Many people continued to invite 
Janet to church and one day when 
asked by Steve to come along to 
church, she commented that the 
song “I’ll never walk alone” was an 
old favourite of hers. Steve told her 
that if she came to church he would 
play that song for her!

http://www.berkeleylifecentre.wordpress.com
http://www.berkeleylifecentre.wordpress.com
http://www.youtube.com/user/berkeleylifecentreTV?feature=watch


PrAyer...
Thy k ingdom come on 
ear th as i t  i s  in  heaven
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Born at Punchbowl in 1950 and died 
on 18/9/2012 known as the man 
who brought more into life than he 
took out.

Brian started school in Gerringong at 
age 6 and he looked after his sisters 
at school despite being  young. He 
helped the post mistress deliver 
letters and formed relationships with 
neighbours,  including a blind lady 
who he described the envelopes  to 
so she could tell if they were bills, 
cards or letters.

He helped neighbours with odd 
jobs, shopping and sold raffle 
tickets for whoever needed them 
sold. He helped clean and maintain 
his sister’s and mum’s houses. He 
hitched hiked everywhere! 

Eventually, Brian got his own place 
in Berkeley and decorated it with 

In lovIng memory . . .
o f  B r i a n  Powe l l  -  a  vo l u n t ee r  a t  t h e 
Be rke l e y  L i f e  Cen t r e  second  chance 
Op -Shop

John Wayne portraits - he had all of 
his movies, because the good guy 
always wins!

Brian had special holidays with his 
aunties and especially loved the 
fishing trip on the trawler.

Recently, Brian and his sister had a 
wonderful Queensland holiday road 
trip and visited his Dad on the way.  

He was a doting uncle and the 
babies in his family where his 
greatest delight. 

When he moved to Berkeley 3 years 
ago he began to shine. He joined 
the BLC Church and made many 
good friends.  He was the Op Shop 
Manager of Security and he guarded 
the Op Shop with his life. Brian  did 
the jobs that no one else wanted to 
do with a smile on his face. 

Brian was an example of Jesus, he 
never complained or said a bad word 
about anyone.  He was a friend to all 
and showed compassion. Every word 
he said was purposeful and meant 
something, he didn’t waste his 
words. He talked with people from 
all walks of life. 

Brian loved his family very much 
and it was with sadness that he 
passed away in palliative care at 
Port Kembla Hospital after battling 
pancreatic cancer.   Brian’s passing 
was peaceful and he didn’t complain 
about his illness or his pain. 

Brian will be remembered as a kind 
and compassionate human being 
who made an impact on our lives. 
Brian is now in Heaven without the 
pain and suffering. 

FIND OuT WhaT The BLC ReDemPTION GROuP IS BaSeD ON
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This prayer expresses God’s 
plan and purpose in this world. It 
brings together in a most powerful 
way “prayer in evangelism”. 
The compelling vision of the 
Kingdom of God fully realised 
on earth draws us into a deeper 
commitment to Jesus as Lord of 
our lives. It calls us to truly repent, 
turn from our own agenda and fully 
embrace God’s.  

We are challenged to open 
our hearts to the renewing and 
empowering of his Holy Spirit,to be 
transformed into his likeness and 
to be equipped to go into the world 
and make disciples.

Jesus we pray for your anointing 
power and Holy Spirit upon us as 
we reach out to the emotional and 
Spiritual needs of the people in 
Berkeley.  We pray the Gospel will 
have a transforming effect on the 
people we talk with.

PrAyer PoInTS

Op Shop ministry        People 
continue seeking God in hard times            
        Redemption group and the 
training of leaders for Search for 
Life - starting soon         Wayne 
as he ministers to the people of 
Berkeley         Implementation of 
BLC homework club        Prayer 
partnerships - for both the Berkeley 
people and the mentors              
        Childrens’ ministry planning

http://redemptiongroups.com/
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Become a

Prayer

Sponsor.

What is it?

We believe that the power of prayer is essential 
for the ministry here at Berkeley, and are inviting 
those who may not attend BLC to pray for specific 
individuals  who do.

How does it work?

BLC will pair you up with a sponsoree and send you 
periodic (per month - per term) personalised prayer 
requests via email. At your convenience we ask 
that you commit to praying for them at least once 
a week. In addition to prayer, you may consider 
sending them notes of encouragement via the BLC 
office to remind them that you are praying for them.  
While this is not required, it is a wonderful way to 
show your support.   

Privacy

Sponsors email/contact details are strictly 
confidential and will NOT be passed on to the 
sponsoree. Those among the BLC congregation 
who wish for someone to sponsor them through 
prayer give their prayer requests to a BLC 
volunteer who then sends those prayer requests 
through to their sponsor on their behalf.

Sign me up/more info

To become a sponsor or for more info, email:
nat.k.rixon@gmail.com

Issue 02 October 2012

At one time, there were 60 kids 
involved in a Saturday night program 
in Berkeley. A recent holiday program 
saw 8 kids attend. We want our 
Sunday gatherings to be a family 
friendly environment, but currently 
this is limited by the lack of a 
children’s program.

We need someone to come on board, 
initially to provide Bible teaching and 
activities for our children on Sunday 
mornings, but with a vision to expand 
this ministry.

v O L u N T e e R 
v a C a N C I e S

Time: 2 hours each Sunday 
morning + prep time, 6 month initial 
commitment.

Job description: Responsible to 
coordinate and run a kids program 
during the service on Sunday 
mornings. Ability to sign the working 
with children check is vital.

Childrens’ Worker

money Hunter

BLC members are really keen to 
serve their wider community, but 
often lack the resources to make this 
possible. There are grants available 
through various organisations for 

a range community initiatives, but 
accessing this money requires work 
to find and apply for them. We are 
looking for someone with strong 
written communication skills and an 
ability to research independently.

Time: 10 hours a week for 6 months.

Job description: Research and 
assess grants currently available 
to present to the leadership team. 
In consultation with the leadership 
team, decide which grants to pursue, 
then write and submit them. Initial 
priorities would be finding money for 
the community garden and men’s 
shed, but initiative in identifying new 
possibilities in line with the BLC 
vision is encouraged.

Childrens’ Worker

Discipleship is vital to Christian 
growth. New mentors would receive 
training by the team at BLC, before 
being paired up with a mentee for a 
defined period of time, with the aim 
of preparing your mentee to go on to 
mentor others.

Time: 2 hours a week, 6 month initial 
commitment.

Job description: Meet one-to-one with 
one of the church members weekly 
to support and encourage. A typical 
meeting would include talking about 
life, reading the Bible together and 
prayer.

The Second Chance Op-Shop is 
more than just an outlet for second-
hand goods. It’s a hub for community 
and a facilitator of evangelistic 
outreach.

We are looking for someone with 
retail management experience 
to work with the volunteer staff 
to standardise and streamline  
procedures, manage the day-to-day 
affairs of the shop and  inspire the 
use of the community space for the 
gospel.

Time: 1 day a week, 6 month initial 
commitment.

Job description: Responsibilities  
include advertising, rostering, training 
and development of volunteer staff 
and stock control. 

Christ ian mentors

op-Shop manager
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TO aPPLY OR 

FOR mORe INFO: 

EMAIL

PHONE

waynepickford2000
@yahoo.com.au

0400357460 
(Wayne)

http://www.berkeleylifecentre.wordpress.com
http://www.berkeleylifecentre.wordpress.com


EMAIL

berkeleyl ifecentre@gmail .com 
OR

waynepickford2000
@yahoo.com.au

PHONE

0400357460 
(Wayne)

POST

65

Berkeley Life Centre angl ican Church

PO Box 65, Berkeley, 

NSW, 2506

DONATE

Berkeley Life Centre angl ican Church

BSB: 062531 
acc. no.: 10257777

Redemption Groups Resource 

Berkeley Neighbourhood Centre

Church Army Australia

Evangelism New Churches

Anglicare Wollongong

B L C  P a R T N e R S 

&  R e S O u R C e S

C O N T a C T  & 

B a N K  D e T a I L S

http://www.berkeleylifecentre.wordpress.com
http://www.wollongongcommunitycentres.org.au/berkeley.html
http://www.anglicare.org.au/
http://www.newchurches.org.au/default.aspx
http://www.churcharmy.com.au/
http://redemptiongroups.com/
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