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W e L C o m e

Hi all

Thank you for your interests and 
your support of the Berkeley Life 
Centre. The Lighting up Berkeley 
event in July was a great night 
to see the heart of our church 
demonstrate the words of our 
vision statement and what we’re 

03

about: ‘Jesus Christ changing lives to change a community.’

This week, the exciting deal for me as a pastor was the 
start of our redemption groups - which sees people meet 
together to work through some of the issues of addictions. 
The course is based on the Mars Hill redemption program 
that goes through the book of Exodus, highlighting the need 
for those of God’s people who have turned away from Him 
to other idols and vices, to return to Him. This course, along 
with partnership with Anglicare Counselling Wollongong, will 
be the backbone of our discipleship program. Please pray for 
these new and not yet Christians as they battle to overcome 
lifetimes of abuses and addictions to reveal a hope in Jesus. 

We are developing strong links with the community especially 
the Berkeley Neighborhood Centre, where we are now 
running our ladies craft groups and a Friday Men’s Group. We 
will soon be starting a course called ‘Search for Life’ on a 
Monday night with the assistance of John and Lynda Liddell.

Please keep in your prayers the children in Berkeley as 
we look to provide Parenting courses, Kids Club and 
a Homework Club. These can only eventuate through 
partnering with Christians from other areas through offering 
practical help and expertise.

Thank you for your support and prayer. The journey of this 
church continues - reaching out to the lost in Berkeley.

God bless,

Wayne Pickford
Senior Pastor
waynepickford2000@yahoo.com.au  |   0400357460

berkeleylifecentre.wordpress.com

Jesus Christ, 

Changing Lives, 

to Change a Community.

B e R K e L e Y
LIFe CeNTRe
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Back on July 14th our 
team was amazed by the 
number of people willing 
to join us for Lighting up 
Berkeley to hear about 
what God has been up 
to and how they might be 
partners with BLC in the 
future. The main aims of 
the night were to highlight 
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Mentoring & 
Discipleship

An ongoing, long-
term priority, for us 
as a team, is to make 
disciples in Berkeley. 
We will be focusing 

L I g h T I N g  u p  B e R K e L e Y

the lives being transformed and to gather prayer, 
resources and finances to continue to expand the 
work of God here in Berkeley. Not surprisingly, God did 
not let us down. 

Through the generous offers of financial support 
we received $340 on the night, pledges of one off 
donations totalling $6,800 and pledges of regular 
support totalling $1010 per month. 

This will mean that we can increase Wayne’s wage 
from one day a week to at least two, if not three days 
a week.

There’s been a valuable increase in the number of 
people praying and we’ve received various offers of 
practical support which we’re currently working to 
utilise.

We are so grateful to God and those who got involved 
for helping to make it such a successful evening and 
we look forward to seeing the continued effects it will 
have on lighting up Berkeley with the gospel.

During the evening we tried to inspire those who 
attended with some future projects they may be able 
to help resource with time, gifts, finances or practical 
tools. Here’s where we’re at with some of those 
projects:

Anyone  go t  A  L i g h t ?

on this area at our team training day in 
October. We would also love to see some 
genuine, intentional, mutually encouraging 
relationships formed between external 
mature believers and those among our 
congregation who have recently given 
their life to Jesus. We’d love to hear from 
interested people. 

Ministry 
HUB

Despite the solid 
efforts of some of our 
supporters to inspect 
the building across 
the road and register 

interest with the estate agent, unfortunately 
contracts were drawn up for another buyer 
in that same week. The ‘SOLD’ sign has just 
been put up. We are remaining prayerful and 
hopeful that we can find a ‘HUB’ from where 
BLC can continue to make disciples.

Men’s Group

We have just started 
a men’s group on 
Fridays in partnership 
with the Berkeley 
Neighborhood Centre 
where guys can come 

and hang out and just be blokes. Our aim for 
this group is to get out into the community 
to serve them with practical things like 
lawn mowing, gardening and odd jobs. 
We are also aiming for this group to start 
our Community Garden once we have the 
resources/finances.

W A T C h  T h e  T e s T I m o N Y 
v I d e o s  F R o m 

L I g h T I N g  u p  B e R K e L e Y
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Op-Shop Community Manger

The Second Chance Op-Shop is more than just an outlet for high 
quality second-hand goods to the residents of Berkeley. It’s a hub 
for community and a facilitator of evangelistic outreach.

We are looking for someone with retail management experience to 
work with the volunteer staff to standardize and streamline the op-
shop procedures, manage the day-to-day affairs of the shop, and  
inspire the use of the community space for the gospel.

Time: 1 day a week, 6 month initial commitment.

Job description: Responsible for management of the BLC Second 
Chance Op-Shop, including advertising, rostering, training and 
development of volunteer staff, and stock control. A reasonable 
expectation would be a half-day in the shop each week, and a half-
day spent on managing shop affairs.

Christian Mentors

Discipleship is vital to Christian 
growth. New mentors would 
receive training by the team at 
BLC, before being paired up with 
a mentee for a defined period of 
time, with the aim of preparing 
your mentee to go on to mentor 
others.

Money Hunter

BLC members are really keen 
to serve their wider community, 
but often lack the resources 
to make this possible. There 
are grants available through 
various organisations for a 
range community initiatives, but 
accessing this money requires 
work to find and apply for them. 
We are looking for someone with 
strong written communication 
skills, and an ability to research 
independently.

Children’s’ Worker

At one time, there were 60 kids 
involved in a Saturday night 
program in Berkeley. A recent 
holiday program saw 8 kids 
attend. We want our Sunday 
gatherings to be a family friendly 
environment, but currently this is 
limited by the lack of a children’s 
program.

We need someone to come on 
board, initially to provide Bible 
teaching and activities for our 
children on Sunday mornings, 
but with a vision to expand this 
ministry.
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To AppLY oR FoR moRe INFo: 

EMAIL

PHONE

v o L u N T e e R  v A C A N C I e s
pa r t ne r  w i t h  u s  p rac t i ca l l y

Time: 2 hours a week, 6 month 
initial commitment.

Job description: Meet one-
to-one with one of the church 
members weekly to support and 
encourage. A typical meeting 
would include talking about life, 
reading the Bible together and 
prayer.

Time: 10 hours a week for 6 
months.

Job description: Research 
and assess grants currently 
available to present to the 
leadership team. In consultation 
with the leadership team, decide 
which grants to pursue, then 
write and submit them. Initial 
priorities would be finding money 
for the community garden and 
men’s shed, but initiative in 
identifying new possibilities 
in line with the BLC vision is 
encouraged.

Time: 2 hours each Sunday 
morning + prep time, 6 month 
initial commitment.

Job description: Responsible 
to coordinate and run a kids’ 
program during the service on 
Sunday mornings. Ability to sign 
working with children check is 
vital.

berkeleyl ifecentre@gmail .com 

0405 759 022. (Josh)

F INANCIAL deTAILs: 

Berkeley Life Centre Angl ican Church

BsB: 062531 
Acc. no.: 10257777

DONATE

POST
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Berkeley Life Centre Angl ican Church

po Box 65, Berkeley, NsW, 2506
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Don’t 
grieve for 
the things 
we haven’t 
got - rejoice 
for what we 
have. 
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Prayer Points

Raise up volunteers to help with the homework program.     
Ongoing funding to run Berkeley Life Centre.      Open the hearts 
of the People in Berkeley to receive Christ and the gift of Grace.      
Success for the Redemption program and for the people 
battling with addictions.      Adopt a block ministry - that more 
people will volunteer to work in this area.      Children to attend 
our church and for someone to run the children’s program.
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What is Prayer?

Prayer is a practice of coming 
into the presence of God, 
where we admit our need, 
adopt humility and claim 
dependence on God. Prayer 
is the exercise of faith and 
hope. We often ignore prayer 
and seek to accomplish what 
we desire in our own strength. 
When we are guilty of this 
we need to get on our knees, 
confess our sin and receive 
God’s forgiveness.

Prayer changes the one praying 
- as when we pray we are in the 
presence of God, depending 
totally on him.  We admit our 
needs and failures to God. 
Draw near to God and he will 
draw near to you. 
In all things we a to seek the 

Lord. We should pray by faith, 
trusting God.

Lord - in the business  of our 
day, we sometimes forget to 
stop and thank you for all that 
is good in our life.  We often 
only see the challenging, unfair 
or difficult situations. We want 
to thank you for the wonderful 
Light Up Berkeley evening. We 
were so blessed by the people 
who attended and shared or 
vision for Berkeley.  

We thank you Father for what 
has been achieved at Berkeley 
Life Centre and ask you to 
continue to work in the lives of 
the people in our church.

p A R T N e R  W I T h  u s  T h R o u g h 
p R A Y e R

Sunday Service - Around 30-40 people 
gather in the Green Shed each Sunday at 10am 
to worship through song and prayer, hear God’s 
Word and be encouraged to continue living for 
Jesus. As one of our members says, ‘We have a 
laugh, then we get serious’.  We also offer/run a 
kids program. Join us one Sunday!

Bible Study - On Wednesday nights a group 
of us meet together for a meal, to study God’s 
word and pray together. We usually delve deeper 
into the sermon topic and recently we have also 
been incorporating some training in evangelism 
tool, ‘T4T’.  Discussions are seasoned with 
honesty, as together we acknowledge the 
genuine struggle to not just know about God, but 
to follow him with ALL of our lives.

Adopt-a-Block - Berkeley Life Centre’s 
genesis was in the one-to-one visiting of Adopt-
a-Block. We’ve noticed that there are a number 
of people in our community who we visit who 
have not stepped into our building or attended a 
program but still consider Wayne their pastor. We 
consider Adopt-a-Block to continue be a crucial 
part of our ministry in reaching out to people 
and developing relationships. We hope to train 
more people up to take on their own blocks in the 
future.

Food Drop -Food Drop happens on Friday 
afternoons around 4.30 pm at the church. The 
House of Hope Foodbarn in Warrawong provides 
us with fruit and vegetables and sometimes 
other groceries to give out to those in the 
community who need it. Berkeley Cakes and 
Pies also donates their left over cakes and pies 
which we also pass onto our community. The 
amount of food we can give out depends on 
what is donated on the day and can vary from 
week to week

Op Shop -Situated in the heart of Berkeley, 
the Op-Shop is open from Monday to Saturday.  
Staffed by volunteers from our congregation, 
not only does the shop offer some of the latest 
fashions in flannelette shirts, but is also a hub for 
community – a place to have a cuppa and a chat. 
It is also an important contributor to Berkeley Life 
Centre’s running costs, with approximately $300 
going to the church each week.

Men’s Group - We have just started a 
men’s group on Fridays in partnership with the 
Berkeley Neighborhood Centre where guys can 
come and hang out and just be blokes. Our aim 
for this group is to get out into the community 
to serve them with practical things like lawn 
mowing, gardening and odd jobs. We are also 
aiming for this group to start our Community 
Garden once we have the resources/finances.

Redemption Groups - Far beyond Bible 
study, Redemption Groups are about life study—
your life connecting with Jesus’ life. Participants 
challenge one another, and the Word reveals 
hearts. Redemption Group curriculum follows 
the story of Exodus, with the Israelites journeying 
through the wilderness from slavery to freedom. 
Along the way, Jesus shows up.

        Berkeley Life 
Centre is like a cross 
between Bil ly graham, 
mother Teresa and the 
Jerry springer show!
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